Testimony from Natali Ternovaya…Ukraine:

Hello, my dear brothers in Jesus Christ!!!! I hope u had wonderful time in Ukraine & safe flight home!

   So, here is our “long story” :  once upon a time…….

OK, a year ago Immanuel church was in need of a translator. They couldn’t find one anywhere, they were ready to invite a translator from Kiev or even Western part of Ukraine (it’s far from us). But all translators were busy and no one could come. It’s quite uncommon situation but further we understood that it was definitely God’s plan! By that time we had known pastor Vadim for about 15 years but we didn’t keep-in-touch. We lived in different towns and from time to time see each other (about once in 3-4 years). So, at the time of their research of interpreter,  pastor came to Dnepropetrovsk and unexpectedly met my mum. While talking she mentioned that I worked a translator, pastor was so glad that he forgot to ask for my  phone number!! So he came home & continued looking for a translator. Some days later I hurried to work but decided to walk where I had never gone before. It wasn’t a clever idea so I couldn’t understand why I was going that way. I just was walking and wondering and suddenly I met…pastor Vadim. He was standing on that way (they came to Dnepropetrovs to visit his wife’s parents). So we met and he invited me to translate in Immanuel church for Pastor John B. Lowe. I agreed and we came. I say “we” because  my husband drove me there. For me it’s  something special too, because by that time he had been quite a “cold Christian”. If that conference hadn’t been in other  town and I need him to drive me there, he would have never gone with me. Praise the Lord it was far from our city and he went with me. It was a meeting for church leaders , I translated and my husband was there just as a translator’s driver (). But it changed our lives. Pastor John preached about God’s love and it was so sincerely, naturally and convincing. Leaders were inspired to love people, to sympathize, not to judge but be loving and supporting. My husband keeps repeating John’s words – Don’t demand holiness from people, just love them.  It impressed him a lot. We were surprised that leaders were taught not to control but to love. Of course, we heard about love a lot in our home church, but it was only words. When we listened to pastor John we felt more than words- we felt real love. It was flowing from his heart. He also talked about creating the atmosphere of freedom and love. When pastor was speaking to  leaders Kevin was having a meeting with musicians. Later in the evening there was a concert for youth where Kevin shared his story and he said: “When I first came to this church I felt the atmosphere of love and acceptance there”. So we understood that pastor’s words & real life in his church were the same, it was true.

   As we say in Ukraine – Tell me who your friends are and I can tell u who u are. We thought – if pastor Vadim invited Pastor John to preach in his church and to teach the leaders it means he thinks the same and he agrees with Pastor John’s thoughts. That’s why we decided to come next Sunday to listen to  pastor Vadim. But next Sunday  there was a guest in the church who preached. We liked him, but most of all we liked the atmosphere of God’s presence, of love, we saw people repenting. So we came again the next Sunday and once again somebody preached. We couldn’t listen to pastor Vadim for about 4 weeks, but during this time we just fell in love with this church, we God’s presence, with repenting people, with testimonies about healing, financial blessings etc….

   When finally we heard pastor Vadim preaching why this church is so alive. As Pastor John, pastor Vadim is full of love, passion for Christ he always preaches fresh God’s word (not just human wise stories). And it changes your life. 

   For the first time I came to Immanuel church on 2nd of June to  translate but since that time we have attended  it. I saw great changes in my husband character, his faith rose again, he began to tithe again and as a result we see blessings in our financial.  Last summer we went to  the seaside   with this church and saw it from inside- their relationship, their attitude to each other and to their pastor. When we came home my husband made a decision to leave our previous church and attend only Immanuel, and become part of this church. For me it wasn’t so easy- we had been in our church for 15 years, all my friends were there, I was involved in ministry, and I couldn’t just leave everything.   But my heart was already in Immanuel, I experienced Lord every time when I stepped into the church, and I saw changing  in me. So we left our previous church in September.

   When you find treasure u can’t keep it as a secret. So we told some of our friends about this church. We knew they had been seeking God and hadn’t been satisfied with only religion. They found living God in Immanuel and later, in December home group started in Dnepropetrovsk. Pastor Vadim had vision about  Immanuel church for about 3 years and he had been waiting God’s time. At our home group we began praying for it and before Easter , on 23 April, Immanuel was born in Dnepropetrovsk!!!!!

   Praise the Lord -  He brought Pastor John to Ukraine, we heard his wonderful message of love, we felt his heart and it changed us, our friends and began process of creating a new church!!

